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Now They Are Asking Whether It Was Democracy or
Paternalism That Prompted Young Magnate’s Visit to the
Mines—Echoes of the Visit Bring Many Odd Stories--
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He Danced Himself Into Favor by Turkey Trottmg ; i

John D. Rockefeller, Jr., came to
Pueblo, Colorado, 2 month or so0 ago,
ihe most hated and detested man in
Colorado. He departed gix days lat-
er the most popular man in the atate
us far as the migers are concerned.

Rockeleller in his hrief visit prov-
eda to the miners e was o good fel-
low and demonstrated to them that
even a milllonaire I8 human.

He demonsirated that fAnancial
glants are just lilke other ordinary
human beings and his pleasing per-
sonality bridged the chasm Lhat so
long has separted the Rockelellers
and thelr coal diggers in Colorado

Before Rockefeller's visit the min-
e¢rs hod a rather crude and erroncons
jdea of what millionaires in general
pnd their own employers in partic-
ulor are llke, They had an ldea
that yvoung Rockefeller would come
to their camps wearlng allk hose and
smelling of perfume. They had an
idea that he would shun them or
treat them as If he was so far above
them on & soclal plane that they
were beneath his notice.

One day of Rockefeller's presonce
and all these erroneous bellefs were
dispelled.

He entered the mines and wielded
n pick beside them, he ate and siept
in their cablos, he danced with their
wives and daughters, he cuddied
their chlldren and all in all he dis-
played to those rough men the hu-
man side of the milllonalre In a way
to appeal to their better selves.
They pronounced him a good fellow
and ho departed with the assurance
that if he were to remain they
would elect him governor of Colo-
rado.

CORPORATION
BLAMED,

Rockefeller before his visit suf-
fered the condemnation of the min-
erg not on his own account, but on
Newspaper ac-
counte of John D.'s actions, his
close-fistedness, etc.,, had won the
hatred of the miners agalnst him.
These men here are cssentially So-
ciallsts and every time a newspaper
printed a story about the Rockefel-
ler wealth It caused rancor among
them. Tho idea that thelr minds
could not grasp was: Why wers they
compelled to work In the ground on
mengre pay while a dyspeptic old
man out in New York enjoyed the
frult of their endecavor?

Then came the strike of 1913-14
when many of the miners were shot
and Killed in battle with the mine
guards. The terror of those times
add fuel fo the flames of their
batred and had a Rockefeller ap-
peared in camp at that time he maore
than likely would have been killed.

But Rockefeller, Jr., disregarded
all threats agalpst him. He came
to his minlng camps uoguarded and
uparmed. He took the miners by
storm and today he ean count that
practically every one of them (s his
personal friend, though they don't
like the corporation system.

He talked with the miners, went
into thelr homes, questioping their
wives about living conditlons and
made suggestions for improvements.
He showed particular interest in the
children at the school at Tabascon,

“When next 1 come to Colarado
perhaps gome of you will be teach-
ers yourselves,” he said. “I have
8ix children myself. Some times they
ATe not as mannerly as you sésm (o
be. Maybe I'll bring a few of them
along the next time I come to Colo-
rado.”

HE 18

AMAZED.

. Later at the school al Soprisa12-

yeur-old girl explained to the finan-

cier how to deal in stocks and bonds,

kow to run a bank and how to
4 corporation that would pay

40 cents on a tén-cent investment.

The teacher told Rockefeller that
her pupils had established n store
2hd a bank.

“Really,” Rockefeller sald with an
expression of delight, “I should like
10 know something more about this
l!'_l.l;m of nn.aulc;a ”

| lanche, will you explain 1+ 1o
::' Rockeleller™ asked the teach-

,Bllnche McArthur, daughter of a
coul digger walked to the front of
thie. room, ealmly shook hands with

Rockefeiler and gravely began her
Iimce

“You see.” ghe began, T am e
of the bank. We already have ;EI:;
deposit, all brought by the chilldren,
“Five dollars,” exclaimed Rocke-
[rlltr "Wonderful™

“We have part of Lhis loaned to

the puplis on good security. We are
looking around for a permanent in-

vestment for the rest of our motey."”
Blanche then branched off into a dis-
cussion of stocks and honds. Hock-
ofeller latened gravely as the child
detalled the clements which make
bond issues safe and unsafe

“"We lmve 4 ptore, too,” »Tm oOn-
tinued, "It was formed by some of
us boys and girle, who each aub-
scribed 10 cents to the capital stock
Wo buy school supplivs—pencils
and tablets—at wholesale and gell
them to the puplls. Last year the
store pald between 30 and 40 cents
dividend on ¢ach 10 cents invested.
Don't you think that was doing prot-
ty well™

Asked about his attiiude on strike
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g THE "SAFETY FiRsT"

RESCUERS S5
AT WORK

“1 don't believe Mitchell knows
whether they are unlon men or not,”
Hekefeller broke In. “I'm quite sure
the officers of the company don't,
and let me tell you the Colorado
Ifuel and Iron Company does not
care whether its men belong to the
uoion or not™

“Look here,” he said, turning to
Griffiths, “do you make any distine-
tion between union and non-unlon
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prosecutions, the magoate safd: “I the prosecution I foel that when men in scttling tho gT.IPVH.tI‘(:?l ap-
can give no better statement of my  privile inleresis participate in crim-  Pealed to you by the miners?

ideas on that subject than I made Lo inal prosccutions the procecdings “T certainly don't,” Grifiths re-
the Federul Commission on Indus- tend to lose their impartial quality.” piled

trial Relatons in Washingtof last Rockefeller sald that his company “Are not all of the men treated
May. At that tme I read a prepared did not care whether the miners be- allke 80 long as they are williog to
statement o which 1 said Justice longed to unions Or not. This state- work and behave themselves?™ per-
should be go administercd as to bo ment was  made in a cooference sikted Rockefeller.

abaove susplélon, and if in any ma- witk David Griftiths, grievance me- “Yes,” Gritfiths replied.

terial particufar the trial of Law diator of the company, aod C. A

son has been wanting Jo this re Mitchell, a negro, grievance repre- RECEIYVES

spect, I, for one, should desire to segtative of the House miners THANKS,

goe the Supreme Court of Colorado

In the course
whict wWas

of the conference
in the open alr, some-
one asked Mitchell if members of the

ETant a new trial.

II.I\ ATTITUDE.

All these questions are leading
and the sponsor could make no other
reply than that suggested by Rocke-

“That still Is my atttude. When United Mine workers came to bim foller, they showed that he was in
the Lawson (rial was about to begin with their grievances against the Colorado not to apologize nor to de-
I took stops to assure myself [l compahy. He replied that he dido’t celveé the mincrs but was really
Colorado Fuel and Tron Company remember  if any unlon men lad there (o take an interest in their af-

Was net participaung o any way o comwplatued o him or not,

fairs and yet to adhere to the rigid
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policy of the company,

Before leaving Trinidod Rockeflel-
ler had an interview with Joe Rizzl,
an ltallan coal miner and rur:mr
striker, who came to thank the oil
magnate for the $100,000 given by
the Rockefeller Foundalon for the
rellef of unemployed men after the
atrike was over. Rizzi is the miner
whoso telegram to Rockefe ller last
Bpring, appeallng for aid for the
destitute wives and ehildren of
former strikers, led directly to the
foundation contribution and the in-
stitution of an extensalve aystem of
road improvements by which sey veral
hundred men were
ment,

At Worley Rockefeller visited the
common bathhouse and came upon a
Eroup of miners just from the wmines
B8 they were taking their baths, He
chatted pleasantly with them, in-
spected the working of the ahower
batha and satisfed himgelf thal ey-
erything was as sanitary and up to
date as it counld be

In one miniog camp the magnate
climbed on a mule and sal there a
few minutes at the request of a 12-
Year-old boy, who took his pleture,
He further ingratiated bimselt by

Biven employ-
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peiting  the children, occasionally
lifting and cuddling a baby. His
trump card was when he danced

with the wives and daughters of the
miners. All had gathered inthe
rough board opera house and after
witnessing moving plctures the floor
was cleared of chalrs and there was
an old-fashioned dance with Addler
wnd all.

Rockefeller was the sprightllest
man  on the floor, with great gal=
lantry he invited the buxom girls 0
diance or laughingly led a wifo from
the aide of her husband to go whirl-
Ing about the floor -

It was the greatest evidence of his
whole-heartedness — it was the
Ervatest proof that he at least was
& Rockefeller whose whole soul was
not wrapt up in the sole purposs of
acquiring money, regardless of bow
much his employes had to suffer.

Whatever Is the policy of the iron
and fuel company it Is certain that
Rockefeller, Jr.,, haa bridged the
chasm between the two greal forces
~—capital and labor. Indicatlons are

that now that the miners know thejr
cmployer that strikes may be things
of the past

Rockeleller has won again,




